Small Group Project

You will be a member of a group of approximately 4-5 people. The group will choose a movie that specifically focuses on an interpersonal relationship between two people. The movie should be easy to rent and one that is fairly familiar to the class. Each group will then choose a specific communication concept to analyze. Only one group can do each topic. No double topics will occur. The following concepts are possible choices: 
	perception
	Ch 2

	self-concept
	Ch 2

	listening
	Ch 3

	verbal symbols
	Ch 4

	nonverbal symbols 
	Ch 5

	self-disclosure (Johari Window)
	Ch 5

	power
	p. 103

	communication climate 
	p. 134

	Schutz’s Interpersonal Needs 
	p. 113

	Knapps’ Relational Development 
	p. 106

	defense mechanisms 
	p.127


In other words, the group will use ONE communication concept as a tool for analyzing and understanding the communication between two people in the movie.  The project consists of two parts, a paper and a presentation.
The paper (25 points) includes all portions below:
Introduction:

1.  Provide a brief synopsis of the movie

2. Describe the interpersonal relationship between the two characters.

Transition by connecting the movie to the interpersonal concept you will be using.
Body:

1. Define and explain the interpersonal concept to be used as the tool for analysis. Use your researched sources to present the concept and any ideas, terms, or other important information related to it.


Transition by connecting the interpersonal concept to the relationship in the movie.

2. Apply the concept to the relationship in the movie. Discuss how the characters communicate through the lens of your concept. Give examples to show your interpersonal concept being used by the two characters. Explain how accurate the movie portrays the actual concept that you researched. What are the similarities and differences compared to the actual concept?

Conclusion:

1. Draw some conclusions base on your analysis. What are their strengths and weaknesses as communicators, according to the concept? What could they do to improve their communication effectiveness? Wrap up and summarize your findings. 

*Your group must do outside research concerning the concept. You will need to site your sources using in-text citations and a reference page (using APA format) for at least 2 outside sources. Dictionaries, encyclopedias, Wikipedia, ehow.com, yahoohelp.com and any other sites of this nature do not count as source material. Books, journals, our text, and the internet may be used as sources. 
*The paper should be about 3-4 pages in length, not including the reference and title page. Your paper must be typed, double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font, one inch margins, and free of grammatical and spelling errors. 
*You must visit the Writing Center (CLO 265) prior to handing in your paper on the assigned date.  Your response should be precise and clear.  Wordiness, sloppy writing, and lack of proofreading will lower your grade.














Be sure to include a cover page: 
Every group will turn their paper in on the first day of presentations.
 Late papers will not be accepted!
The Presentation: (25 points)
1.
Creatively present your communication concept and movie. Think outside the box. Game shows, talk shows, skits, role playing, and other creative methods are encouraged.
Describe your analysis and explain your concept and how it is portrayed in the movie. Do not read your essay to the audience!
2.
15-20 minutes in length.  Going under/over time will result in a point deduction.

3.
Provide specific examples from the movie to illustrate your ideas and analysis. You must use some type of visual aid. If you choose to use film clips, they may take up no more than 5 minutes of the presentation. Clips must be cued up and ready to go. 
4.
All group members must equally participate in the oral presentation.

5.
An outline of your presentation must be turned in with your group paper on. All groups must present on their assigned day, or your group will receive a zero. The entire group is responsible for the information inside the paper and in the presentation.
Group members are expected to work outside of class in addition to the in-class time provided. In the event a member of the group is ill or cannot participate in the presentation, other group members are expected to cover the missing member’s information since this is a GROUP presentation, not a collection of individual presentations. The group as a whole is responsible for the final products, and individual members should be knowledgeable about the entire paper and presentation. All group members will receive the same grade. 

Turkey Clause:

If a group member does not participate in the project, the other members may invoke the “Turkey Clause.” The Turkey Clause says that a group member may be dismissed from the project for absences from group meetings or not accomplishing agreed upon tasks. Being dismissed from the project will result in a zero on the assignment for that person. To invoke the Turkey Clause, ALL group members must agree and must get the approval of the instructor.  To invoke the Turkey Clause, I must be notified no later than 4 days before you present your project. 
Remember: I am here for you if you need anything!  Never hesitate to email me at: com114.sarah@gmail.com or stop by my office in PORT 112 during office hours.
Check list for paper

_____Member(s) of the group have visited the Writing Center and have had their paper looked over for grammar, content, structure, and APA in-text citations and reference page.
____The paper fits the guidelines above: it includes a title page, 3-4 pages of analysis, the project proposal sheet and a reference page along with being stapled, double-spaced, size 12 Times New Roman, one inch margins, and error free.
___ The paper examines two characters in a movie using one the concepts located in the box on the first page of the prompt.
Check list for presentation

____Presentation is 15-20 minutes in length, with no more than 5 minutes total of visual aids.

____The presentation is creative and fun, engaging the class.

_____All members participate equally in presentation. 

Small Group Project Proposal

(Approval Needed to Begin Project)

Group Name: ______________________________

Member’s names:___________________________
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___________________________

   
___________________________

    
___________________________

   
___________________________

Movie Title: _________________________________________

Characters to be analyzed: _____________________________

Interpersonal Concept: ________________________________  

Signature of Approval:___________________

COM 114 – Sec. #


Date








Interpersonal Concept


Title of Movie








Group Members’ 


Names








